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December 10, 2025

Dear Potential State Junior Olympic host,

We are now accepting 2026 State Host Applications! Please apply to be a host site online here: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOJ_OWm3cdo9Fhkuf7JGLbRv8nCyJncOgihkwpa1OQLeKzEQ/viewform?usp=header

All applications and match programs must be received by January 31, 2026. Please use the sample program provided in this packet to ensure accuracy.  State hosts will be chosen based on geography, prior USAS involvement, club facilities, and each club’s mission for grassroots development of the sport. One club or organization, which must be a current USAS member, within each state, will be awarded the state JO host title. In some instances, due to state size, more than one location within a state will be awarded the title of state JO host. In this instance, a state coordinator will be appointed by USAS, as all scores will be submitted by the state coordinator.

All state Junior Olympic matches are to be held between February 1, 2026, and June 14, 2026.  All clubs will be notified by email as to whether or not their application was selected.  The National Junior Olympic Shotgun Championships will be taking place this summer in Hillsdale, Michigan from June 25-27 for Trap and June 28-30 for Skeet. Please note that the dates and location are subject to change.  
 
Match Directors must be SafeSport certified and have a background screening in order to host a JO. Coaches and volunteers are also expected to complete the SafeSport training. You can find this training in your USA Shooting membership account under SafeSport training.  

Please read through the entire packet carefully. If there are any questions about the sanctioning process or SafeSport, please feel free to contact me at 719-866-4670 or by e-mail at competitions@usashooting.org  

Sincerely,




Ashley MacAllister
Competition Manager
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CONDUCTING A STATE JUNIOR OLYMPIC MATCH

· Send in your application and match program to USA Shooting by January 31, 2026.  Applications will be evaluated and approved in the order in which they arrive.

· All 2026 State Junior Olympic Shotgun matches must be held between February 1, 2026 and June 14, 2026. 

· If selected as a host, please make sure you have received confirmation from USAS along with any pins or medals for the competition prior to holding your match.  USA Shooting will provide gold, silver, and bronze medals for the first, second, and third place RESIDENT individuals in each event for each state conducting Junior Olympic matches. Pins are given one per participant. All clubs must be current USAS members, and all competitors must be current USAS members.

· All State JO Match Directors and Volunteers must have current SafeSport training and a Background screening on their USA Shooting member profile.  
All adults who have authority over and/or regular contact with minors must have a clear background check and up-to-date SafeSport training

Please make yourself aware of our SafeSport Minor Athlete Abuse Prevention Policies (MAAPPs), which can be found here: https://uscenterforsafesport.org/training-and-education/minor-athlete-abuse-prevention-policies/ and https://usashooting.org/resource-center/#category-safesport

All coaches, officials, volunteers, athletes, and guardians should familiarize themselves with the Reporting Policy and our Safe Sport website for reporting alleged sexual, emotional, and physical misconduct and violations of the MAAPP. https://usashooting.org/resource-center/#category-safesport

To maintain our compliance there is a QR code in the Sanctioned Events google folder which will help to educate all participants, coaches and spectators about these policies. This QR code needs to be posted around the facility where the event will take place. https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1iYPYg1rQjBKlyOxa8RsGCuUJwvEFg9pA?usp=drive_link


If there are any coaches or other adult participants that register day of, please have them review and state they verbally understand the information regarding the MAAPP and reporting to the person with whom they are registering.

Be sure that you are aware of our Sanctioned Event Policy  document that can be found here: https://usashooting.org/resource-center/#category-safesport

Be sure that you check your participant list with the exclusion list in the Sanctioned Events Folder https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1iYPYg1rQjBKlyOxa8RsGCuUJwvEFg9pA?usp=drive_link



· Conduct the competition strictly by the ISSF Rulebook. Rules can be found on the ISSF Website.

· State JO matches may be held separately for skeet and trap.  All competitors must participate in a state qualifying match in order to be considered for eligibility for the National Junior Olympic Shotgun Championships (NJOSC).  Scores from other matches, such as PTO’s, will not be accepted.  A shooter may compete in an alternative state than their state of residence, but they will not be eligible for state awards.

· Explain all match procedures to all competitors before the match starts.

· Please make sure each competitor for each discipline completes the entry form and signs off on their score.

· Award ceremonies should be held as soon as possible so all competitors will be able to attend.

· Wobble/Bunker Trap: USAS will continue to allow the use of wobble traps

· Please remember why you were selected as a state JO host.  A State Junior Olympic match allows juniors the opportunity to qualify for an invitation to the National Junior Olympic Shooting Championships.  All competitors deserve an equal opportunity to qualify.  This should be an enjoyable experience, promoting sportsmanship and providing a learning experience for all shooters. Be sure to encourage your competitors to ask questions and push themselves to shoot their best.

If you have any questions or concerns, please call Ashley MacAllister in the Competitions office at 719-866-4670 or send an email to competitions@usashooting.org. 


FEE REPORTING AND SUBMITTING SCORES

To be e-mailed:
Electronic results:  An electronic results sheet template will be sent to all approved host site locations. Only the official 2026 SG NJOSC Score Reporting Form will be accepted; all others will be rejected.  Please email the spreadsheet to Ashley MacAllister at Ashley.MacAllister@usashooting.org.  Invitations to the NJOSC will not be made unless electronic results are received.
· If you do not know how to fill in the information on the Excel spreadsheet, please call us immediately.  We will walk you through it.  

Once electronic results are received, there will be a digital invoice sent to the Match Director. This invoice will be the $15 fee for each participant per discipline. This digital invoice will allow clubs to pay online. if clubs choose to pay via check, please be sure that this is communicated to USA Shooting, and the club must be denoted on the check.

If you are an SCTP Team that has been approved as a host site. You may export and submit your scores from SHOT, you will need pay the $15 fee for each participant submission per discipline to USA Shooting.

Paper Documents:  There will not be any paper documents that need to be mailed. USA Shooting is working toward digital submissions to become more sustainable.

Eligibility:
· All participants must be 21 or younger by Dec 31, 2026. All participants must be USA Shooting members or SCTP members. If someone has applied for a membership at the time of your match or has said they will renew, please submit their scores to us. However, anyone who is not a member when the invites are sent out will not be allowed to compete at the National Junior Olympics. To become a member, visit our website at https://www.usashooting.org/9-membership/45-everyone/newmembership. 

· In order to be eligible for awards, all competitors in a state JO match must have residency within that state. Residency is defined as to where the competitor holds a current and valid driver’s license. If the competitor does not have a driver’s license, residency is then defined as where the competitor’s parents/guardians reside.  A shooter may compete as a non-resident in a state JO to qualify for the National Junior Olympic Championships; however, he or she will not be eligible for state awards.

· Only U.S. Citizens competing for the USA will be eligible for medals at both the state JOSC and the NJOSC.


· We expect all USAS official JO hosts to be responsible for efficiently and effectively reporting all necessary information in a timely manner.  PLEASE CALL WITH ANY PROBLEMS YOU MAY HAVE.  We will not call state hosts to remind them of their responsibilities or to track down information not received.  Please follow up either by email or phone after your documents have been submitted to receive confirmation.


MATCH SPECIFICS

· Course of Fire: The course of fire is 125 consecutive targets (trap and skeet). If additional finals are shot, the scores will not be used to determine USAS awards or invitations to the NJOSC.  If additional targets are shot, only the first 125 targets are to be submitted for consideration to the NJOSC.

· The USA Shooting National Junior Olympic Shotgun Championships will be held at the Halter Shooting Sports and Education Center in Hillsdale, Michigan.  



INVITATION PROCESS FOR 2026

In order to ensure we have space for all competitors, USAS has moved to a cut-off score process.
 
An automatic invitation will be given to anyone who competes in a Skeet State JO match.  

All members of the Junior Olympic Shotgun Team and National Junior Shotgun Team will receive an automatic invite.

USAS will also have open slots that are available to anyone who has hit the required cut-off score for Trap. These slots will be filled on a first-come, first-served basis, with registration done via iSportz (USAS’ online registration program).  Registration opening and closing dates will be announced under the National Junior Olympic Program tab in plenty of time for shooters to be prepared for signing up. This will allow for fast, efficient, and effective communication to take place with all those interested in attending. 

Beyond the open slots, a waiting list will be formed for those who did not qualify in any of the above processes.  The waiting list will also be a first-come, first-served signup process.



2026 NATIONAL JUNIOR OLYMPIC
CUT-OFF SCORES

Trap Women - Open to all (UNTIL FILLED)
Trap Men – Open to all (UNTIL FILLED)
Skeet Women – Open to all (UNTIL FILLED)
Skeet Men – Open to all (UNTIL FILLED)
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2026 USA SHOOTING STATE JUNIOR OLYMPICS
SAMPLE PROGRAM

________________________
(enter your state name above)

STATE USA SHOOTING JUNIOR OLYMPIC

________________________________
(Trap, Skeet)
CHAMPIONSHIP

Wobble_____________	Bunker_____________
(Please designate for trap only)

SANCTIONED BY:  USA Shooting, 1 Olympic Plaza, Colorado Springs, CO 80909
SPONSORING ORGANIZATION: ______________________________  USAS Club # ____________
MATCH CONTACT:	NAME:	_____________________________________________________
			PHONE:	_____________________________________________________
			EMAIL:	_____________________________________________________
			DATES:	_____________________________________________________
			LOCATION:	_____________________________________________________

ELIGIBILITY:  This competition is open to all competitors born in 2005 or later.  All competitors must be individual members of USA Shooting.
RESIDENCE:  Each competitor may claim residence in only one state and must declare the state of residence on the entry form. Residency is defined as to where the competitor holds a current and valid driver’s license. If the competitor does not have a driver’s license, residency is then defined as where the competitor’s parents/guardians reside.  A shooter may compete as a non-resident in a state JO to qualify for the National Junior Olympic Championships; however, he or she will not be eligible for state awards. Residents are eligible for the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place USA Shooting State Champion medallions.  Non-residents may compete for automatic invitations to the National Championship and are encouraged to do so.
ENTRY:  Athletes may shoot in more than one state championship, but only the scores from the first state match will be accepted.  NO EXCEPTIONS.  State hosts must be notified by the shooter prior to the match if they have already competed in a state championship.  Juniors from states which are not holding a state JOSC and those who cannot attend their own state JOSC will be allowed to enter the non-resident division in another state.  At entry, non-resident juniors must declare that they are shooting for a non-resident invitation.  
CATEGORIES:  The following categories will be based on the age of the competitor on December 31, 2026:
U21 (21 years old and under by Dec 31, 2026)
U18 (18 years old and under by Dec 31, 2026)
U15 (15 years old and under by Dec 31, 2026)
RULES:  ISSF Rules will govern all State JO Matches 
COACHING:  In accordance with ISSF rules, coaching is permitted during pre-event training, provided it does not disturb other competitors.  During the match, non-verbal coaching is permitted, provided the coach remains off the field.
Please make yourself aware of our SafeSport Minor Athlete Abuse Prevention Policies (MAAPPs), which can be found here: https://uscenterforsafesport.org/training-and-education/minor-athlete-abuse-prevention-policies/ and https://usashooting.org/resource-center/#category-safesport
All coaches, officials, volunteers, athletes, and guardians should familiarize themselves with the Reporting Policy and our Safe Sport website for reporting alleged sexual, emotional, and physical misconduct and violations of the MAAPP. https://usashooting.org/resource-center/#category-safesport

There will be QR codes posted around the range to help to educate all participants, coaches, and spectators about these policies. If there are any coaches or other adult participants who register day of, you will need to review and state that they verbally understand the information regarding the MAAPP and reporting to the person with whom they are registering.

Be sure that you are aware of our Sanctioned Events Policy document that can be found here: https://usashooting.org/resource-center/#category-safesport

COURSE OF FIRE:  125 targets for trap and skeet. 
TARGETS:  International Targets are preferred
COACHING:  Coaching will not be permitted on the station.
TIES:  All ties will be broken in accordance with ISSF Rules.
FINALS:  Finals are allowed for practice only and will not be used to determine state winners or invitations to the NJOSC. You may use finals to determine medalists if you would like
PARTICIPANT PINS:	Participant Pins will not be provided this calendar year (for the hosts who request them). 
AWARDS:  USA Shooting will provide gold, silver, and bronze medals for the first, second, and third place resident male and female individuals in each event for all states conducting a State JO match.  Pins will be provided at one pin per competitor per state match (not per event).
INVITATIONS TO NJOSC:  All other competitors will be eligible to sign up on a first-come, first-served basis.
USAS MEMBERSHIP – Required of all competitors: 
If you are not a current member of USA Shooting, please visit: https://members.usashooting.org/ 
Click “New Members/Join Now
	If your USAS Membership has expired and you need to renew, please visit:
https://members.usashooting.org/member/login

Provided by the Sponsoring Organization to USA Shooting – 
MAKE ENTRY:  The official JO entry forms are to be filled out completely (including EMAIL) and signed by the competitor to be considered for invitation to the National JOSC.  LEGIBLE handwriting is required.  If we cannot read your handwriting, you may not receive your invitation.  
ENTRY FEES:	A USA Shooting registration fee of $15.00 per individual, per event will be charged. 
	Total individual entry fee	$_________________
ENTRIES CLOSE:  Advance entries will close ___________________.  Entries from all state residents received prior to the closing date will be accepted to range capacity.  Every effort will be made to accept all non-resident competitors who enter before the closing date. 
POST ENTRIES:  Entries made after the closing date will be accepted up to range capacity.  A post entry fee may be charged. 
CANCELATIONS:	Cancellations received one week in advance, or earlier, will receive a full refund.  An additional refund schedule may be used. 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:  (provide a schedule of events
DIRECTIONS TO RANGE:  (provide directions to the range) 
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COMPETITOR- PRINT CLEARLY ALL INFORMATION IN BOX
	
COMPETITOR’S NAME 	

STREET ADDRESS 	

CITY/ STATE/ ZIP	

PHONE		EMAIL ADDRESS 	

MATCH LOCATION & DATE	

BIRTHDATE (required)		MALE / FEMALE.  (circle one) 

USA SHOOTING DETERMINES YOUR AGE CATEGORY BASED ON YOUR BIRTH DATE.
(Please circle the category below)

	U21
21 and under by Dec 31, 2026
	U18
18 and under by Dec 31, 2026
	U15
15 and under by Dec 31, 2026

	
I AM DECLARING RESIDENCE IN THE STATE OF: ___________________________

I AM SHOOTING FOR		1.  Resident 	2.  Non-Resident 		(must circle entry division)

COMPETITOR’S CERTIFICATION: 
I certify that I have indicated my correct year of birth, correct entry division and that I am a USA Shooting member.  This is my first State JO Match of the year and these will be the only scores submitted on my behalf for qualification to the NJOSC.

X_______________________________________	USAS Membership #	
	Competitor or Guardian Signature
	Exp.  Date 	






SPONSOR	Please check above information for readability, complete the information below and forward to USA Shooting.  You must use a separate entry form for each event.

EVENT	Skeet / Trap	# OF TARGETS	
	(circle one)
MATCH LOCATION	

INDIVIDUAL SCORE	

1
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1                     December 10 , 202 5     Dear Potential State Junior Olympic  host ,     We  are now accepting 20 2 6   State H ost  A pplications ! Please apply to  be a host site online here:       https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOJ_OWm3cdo9Fhkuf7JGLbRv8nCyJncOgihkwpa 1OQLeKzEQ/viewform?usp=header     All applications   and match programs   must be received  by  January 31 , 20 2 6 .  Please   use the  sample  program provided in this packet to ensure accuracy.    State hosts will be chosen based on  geography, prior USAS involvement, club facilities ,   and each club’s mission   for grassr oots  development of th e sport.  One club or organization ,  which   must be a current USAS member ,   within each state ,   will be awarded the state JO host title. In some instances ,   due to state size, more  than one location within a state will be awarded the title of state JO host.   In this instance ,   a state  coord inator will be appointed by USAS, as all scores will be submitted by the state coordinator.     All state Junior Olympic matches are to be held between  February   1, 202 6 ,   and June  1 4, 202 6 .   All clubs will be notified by  e mail as to whether or not their  application was selected .   The  National Junior Olympic   Shotgun   Championships will  be taking place this summer in Hillsdale,  Michigan  from  Ju ne   25 - 2 7   for  Trap   and Ju ne   2 8 - 30   for  Skeet .   Please note that the dates and  location are subject to change.          Match Directors must be SafeSport certified   and have a background screening   in order to host a  JO . Coaches and volunteers are also expected to complete the SafeSport training.  You can find  this training in your USA Shooting membership account under SafeSport training.         Please  read through   the entire packet   carefully .   If there are any questions about  the  sanctioning  process   or SafeSport,   please feel free  to contact  me at  719 - 866 - 4670   or by e - mail at  competitions@usashooting.org         Sincerely,           Ashley MacAllister   Competition  Manager  
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